
HARVARD UNIVERSITY' 
THE BIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES 

16 DIVINITY AVENUE 
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS . 

. 

Dr. M. H. F. Wilkins 
MRC Biophysics Laboratory 
King% College 
26-29 ~nuy Dane 
London, W. C, 2, England 

Dear Maurice, 

I have meant to write you for som, weekly '.~~*tiz I i;iavz &an over- 
whelmed with academic matters and I have haC: 21.X& ti~.:r.. tl> devote to 
the various problems arising from the .&$ection~, or' you and Francis 

to the publication of my book. &so, X wanted w s’s;: .Y” xhe ,ma:iuscript 
to more people to get their reactions, both to the general principle 
of publishing this sort of book and to the correctness of its various 
passages. 

Now, I still believe strongly that publication now will do far 
more good than harm. Certainly I don*% think it shall affect adversely 
the role science plays in our society. Everyone knows that scientists 
are human, and the DNA story shows no one up as unscrupulous or evil. 
Moreover, I don't feel that it over%p&aizes =&he role of personality ,:, 
in scientific discovery. The amount 0.Y competition, anxiety, etc., 
shown by us in the"Q+j DE4 work was A;;><: sut OZ cc$er for work on an 
important subject. 
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I do not wish by omission of facts, easily .xdded, to give 
one sided story. It was basically for this reason that I 
tried to show the manuscript to everyone cC;lrcerned. Even 

a badly 
have 
so I 

realize that naturally I emphasize my thou&ts and ;~icrt -i;hose of 
you and Francis. So in the next few weeks,, I sh:lll hzve another (- 
go at revision, hoping for substantial improvement. In addition 1 
I shall add an epilogue which puts Rosa13adas fi:,,& Lass mind 
into better perspective by pointing out 3ow wel: she d:? w?,th 
the TMV problem. . 

Then 1'11 send S!_K tie; ;mu;. hoping. tha.; *'.'.u wii7e !.oo?k .st I.t z.yd 
conceivably want to suggest frrrther than,-ea. 1 *i;' 1 -L1. ;qcs- : :3 Sk z;r -E, 
release and so you will be free to objet;, as you ;.q- x;::, j&t 1 
think a nasty open bat-&e (in the press ,sr elsewhere) ~113 do all' 
of us much harm and it would be far better for you to suggest 
changes which insure that your side of the story is presented. 

Thus I hope very much that you shall consent to look at my 
forthcoming revision. 

'With best regards, 
-IL 

Jc D, Watson 

cc: T. 3. W ilson - Harvard University Press 
J. 6. Kendrew 

P.S. Prior to learning ?? your objections, I, at the suggestion of 
Hamad Ui;i:,,.ersi,z- FL; ,c .,zi c!g;;,-esc, to &,;i’ ‘$,idenfeid handle publi- 

I 
cation in &giand. Thsy had hoped to publish in England in late 
March or April but I have written them that I am in the process of mak- 
ing 
the 

further revisions and now'hope to send them something final around 
first of the year. 
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